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TENTATIVE INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TRAINING AND TACTICS  

OF SKI TROOPS 1 August 1942   
(Translation of original German Army Ski Manual) 

TABLE OF CONTENTS:   36 Chapters 
I .  INDIV IDUAL  TRAINING  
1. GENERAL 
2. BASIC DRILL  
3. CARRYING IN EAPONS AND EQUIPMENT 



4. METHODS of DROPING AND  
5. INDIVIDUAL COMBAT TRAINING 

a. Working Forward on Skis 
b. Positions and Firing  
c. Throwing hand Grenades 
d. Close Combat 

6. TRAINING WITH THE HAND SLED 
a. Loading of Weapons and Equipment 
b. The Hand Sled in Combat 

I I .  UNIT  TRAINING  
7. SQUAD AND PLATOON AS COMPONENTS OF THE COMPANY 

a. Close-Order Formations 
b. Extended-Order Formations 
c. Deployment  

8. COMBAT METHODS 
a. Leadership 
b. Characteristics of Combat on Skis  
c. The Fire Fight 
d. Squad and Platoon on Security Patrols  

I I I .  HEAVY  INFANTRY  WEAPONS  
9. MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION 
10. EMPLOYMENT AND EFFECTIVENESS  

a. Heavy Machine Gun 
b. Heavy Mortar 
c. Infantry Howitzer 
d. Antitank Weapons 
e. 20-mm Antiaircraft Gun 

I V .  MARCHES  ON  SK IS   
11. PRINCIPLE, OF TRAINING  
12. ROAD RECONNAISSANCE  
13. PREPARATION FOR THE MARCH 
14. THE TRAIL-BREAKING DETACHMENT 

a. Mission, Composition, and Equipment 
b. Function of Leaders 
c. Breaking Trail 
d. Marking the Trails 

15. MARCH FORMATIONS 
16. MARCH SECURITY 



17. MARCH DISCIPLINE 
18. REST 
V. PATROLS, ASSAULT TROOPS, AND RAIDING PARTIES 
20. STRENGTH, COMPOSITION, AND EQUIPMENT  
21. SUGGESTED ORGANIZATION OF A RAIDING PARTY 

a. Typical Organization- 
b. Total Personnel, Weapons, and Hand Sleds 
c. Platoon Headquarters 
d. First Squad 
e. Second and Third  
f. Heavy Mortar Squad 
g. Engineer Detachment 
h. Ammunition Supply 
   (1) Total supply 
   (2) Individual supply for each weapon 
i. Miscellaneous Equipment  
   (1) Carried on person  
   (2) Carried in rucksack  
j. Medical Equipment 

     (1) Dressings  
   (2) Medicines  

22. EMPLOYMENT OF A RAIDING PARTY  
a. General Combat Principles  
b. The Approach March 
c. Tactics 
d. Disengaging Actions 

VI. SKI COMPANY AND SKI BATTALION  
23. ORGANIZATION AND EMPLOYMENT 

a. General  
b. Training Principles 
c. Principles of Command 

24. OPERATIONS  
a. Reconnaissance and Security  
b. Attack 
c. Pursuit 
d. Defense 
e. Withdrawal from Action  
f. Support and Cooperation  



g. Cooperation with Infantry on Foot 
25. SPECIAL OPERATIONS  

a. Actions behind Enemy Lines  
b. Combat against Guerrillas and Special  

26.SUPPLY  
a. Means of Supply  
b. Supply Dumps 

Appendix A. Organization: Ski Company and Battalion  
27. ORGANIZATION OF THE SKI COMPANY 

a. General 
   (1) Two-battalion regiment  
   (2) Three-battalion regiment 
b. Peculiarities of Organization 
c. Arms and Ammunition 
d. Clothing and Equipment 
   (1) Clothing 
   (2) Bivouac equipment 
   (3) Medical equipment 

     (4) Ski and sled equipment 
          (a) Ski equipment 
          (b) Snowshoes 
          (c) Hand sleds 
          (d) Horse-drawn sleds 

28. ORGANIZATION of THE SKI BATTALION 
a. General 
b. Peculiarities of Organization  
   (1) Battalion headquarters 
   (2) Headquarters company  

     (3) Heavy weapons company 
Appendix B. Towing, Snowshoeing, And Dog Teams 
29. TOWING SKIERS  

a. General 
  b. Methods of Towing 
30. SNOWSHOEING 
31. DOG TEAMS 
Appendix C. Maintenance Of Skis And Sleds 
32. CARE OF SKI AND SLED EQUIPMENT 

a. General 



b. Treatment of Ski Surfaces. 
c. Waxing 
d. Storing 
e. Repairing  
f.  Binding 
g. Ski Poles 
h. Ski Climber  
i. Care of the Sled 

33. TRANSPORTATION OF SKIS 
a. Ski Bundle  
b. Sliding Ski Bundle 

Appendix D. Means Of Evacuating Wounded 
34. GENERAL  
35. HAND SLEDS AND IMPROVISED MEANS 
Appendix E. Identification 
36. INDIVIDUAL AND UNIT IDENTIFICATION 

a. Brassards 
b. Manner of Wearing Belt  
c. Ground Flags and Signals 
d. Passwords and Blinker Signals  

 


