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Mr. Armand Hammer, a rich American communist,  

cultivated close relationships with many politicians, but  

he was closest to Former Vice President Al Gore's father, a US senator from 1953 until 

1971.  When Gore Sr. was first elected to Congress in 1938, he was a poor schoolteacher.  

But by the time he was elected to the Senate in 1952, he had become rich enough to live 

in a plush hotel on Washington's embassy row and send Al Jr. to the expensive St. Albans 

School in Washington. 

Armand Hammer had helped make Al Gore Sr. a wealthy man. Several new books, 

including a new book entitled "The Buying of the President 2000," by Charles Lewis 

explains how Armand Hammer bought the services of Al Gore, Sr. and helped Al Jr. 

launch his political career.   

Albert Gore and His Intimate Relationship With the 
Communist Agent of Influence, Armand Hammer (Part II) 
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Hammer helped Gore Sr. get started raising Black Angus cattle, giving him sperm 

from his own private stock. Residents in the area where the Gore farm was located claim 

that Gore was able to sell his cattle at much higher prices than anyone else in the area. 

Lobbyists and others with an interest in Gore's work would come to Carthage and "bid 

outrageously high prices for Gore's stock."  One of them was Joe DeMaggio, who in 1958 

bought ten calves from Gore "on behalf of clients whose identities he refused to 

disclose." Newspaper records show that "many distinguished folks" came to buy the 

Gores' cattle.  Former leftist Tennessee Governor Ned McWherter, a staunch ally of Al 

Gore Jr., said, "I've sold some Angus in my time too, but I never got the kind of prices 

for my cattle that the Gores got for theirs." 

In 1969, when Hammer bought the Hooker Chemical Co. (of Love Canal fame), he 

sold Gore Sr. 1,000 shares of Hooker stock for $150 a share, far less than the stock was 

worth.  House majority leader Hale Boggs accused Hammer of having violated insider-

trading rules in buying Hooker, but "a Securities Exchange Commission investigation 

proved inconclusive." When Gore Sr. was defeated for reelection in 1970, Hammer made 

him president of Occidental's coal division, paying him $500,000 a year, which was 

extremely generous compensation at that time.  

On his year 2000 tax return, as he has the past 25 years, Vice President Al Gore 

lists a $20,000 mining royalty for the extraction of zinc from beneath his farm near 

Carthage, TN in the bucolic hills of the Cumberland River Valley.  In total, Mr. Gore has 

earned $500,000 from zinc royalties.  His late father, the senator, introduced him not 

only to the double-bladed ax but also to Armand Hammer, chairman of Occidental 

Petroleum Corp., which sold the zinc-rich land to the Gore family in 1973.  

Mr. Hammer's Occidental Minerals snapped up the zinc-bearing property in 1972.  

The senior Mr. Gore's farm is on the opposite bank of the Caney Fork.  Mr. Hammer paid 

$160,000, double the only other offer, according to the Washington Post, which first 

disclosed details of the arrangement during the 1992 presidential campaign. 
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According to deed documents in Carthage, a year later Mr. Hammer sold the land 

to the senior Mr. Gore for $160,000, adding the extremely generous $20,000 per year 

mineral royalty.  Ten minutes after that sale, the former senator executed a deed selling 

the property, including the mineral rights, to his son, the future vice president, for 

$140,000.  Albert Gore Sr. told the Post he kept the first $20,000 royalty for himself, 

evening up the father-son transaction. 

The purpose of the sale appears to have been transferring the annual $20,000 

payment from Mr. Hammer to the young Mr. Gore. In 1988, during his abortive run for 

the presidency, the 39-year-old Gore again relied on the largesse of Armand Hammer.  

According to one expert, Gore became involved in the Illinois primary against Paul Simon, 

Jesse Jackson and Michael Dukakis and needed money that the banks wouldn't lend him.  

Hammer came through with the funds and personally called Simon, a popular native son, 

asking him to withdraw and endorse Gore in return for a cabinet level appointment if Gore 

were elected. Stunned, Simon angrily rejected the offer and won the election. Gore 

received only a tiny fraction of the vote. 

The year before this occurred, Gore flew with Hammer to Moscow to meet with 

Mikhail Gorbachev.  Hammer received a humanitarian award from the International 

Physicians Against Nuclear War.  Gore spoke to the same group, advocating a cut in 

nuclear weapons.  Once Gore and Hammer returned to the U.S., the newly-minted senator 

continued to laud his benefactor for his patriotism. After he had entered the Senate in 

the early 1980s, Al Gore Jr. would always swing his influence to provide Hammer with a 

conspicuous place at presidential inaugurations.  He helped to ensure that Hammer was 

invited, almost alone among private citizens, into the inner circle of the Capitol when 

Ronald Reagan was inaugurated for the second time.  For the Bush inauguration in 1989, 

however, Al Gore exceeded himself. 

On the morning of the ceremony, Hammer and his entourage were among the few 

guests at the Gores' Washington apartment, where Al and Tipper personally served 
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coffee and cookies.  Tipper was effervescent and garrulous, while her husband was tense 

and guarded, his almond-shaped eyes darting sidelong glances.  It looked as if he were in 

the grip of an unwanted compulsion, as if he didn't much care for us being there but had 

no choice. 

After the party, Gore accompanied Hammer to his seat on the podium.  Given 

Hammer's insatiable hunger for self-promotion, for showing himself off in the cockpits 

of world power, the place that Gore had reserved for his political godfather was a 

perfect gift of fealty. 

"I had the best seat in the house," Hammer chortled afterwards.  He was placed at 

the top of the platform, beside the steps and the double doors that led into the Capitol.  

When the ceremony was finished and the platform party mounted the steps, they formed 

a file to shake the hand of the little, ancient, myopic man who had risen with a grin to 

usher them in.  The new President Bush shook Hammer's hand.  The retiring President 

Reagan also shook his hand, followed by the new First Lady, the old First Lady, the new 

Vice President Quayle and his lady and the Chief Justice. 

All the television networks carried the picture.  CNN played the sequence every 

half-hour throughout the evening of Election Day.  Millions of Americans and lonely 

travelers in hotel rooms around the world saw images that made it look as if Hammer had 

personally paid for the inauguration ceremony and everybody leaving the platform was 

thanking their host for the party.  He was in raptures.  All thanks to Al Jr. 

 

And what did the Gores give Armand Hammer in return? 

The Gores gave Armand Hammer protection. 

Al Gore Senior support won Armand Hammer protection from investigation and 

prosecution, which renders more credible some of the speculations higher above that FBI 

investigation of Armand Hammer was reluctant, and that the FBI finding of insufficient 

evidence to continue an investigation was frequent. 
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In 1961, memos between Hoover and William Sullivan, head of domestic counter-

intelligence at the FBI, said that Hammer could not be pursued because he was 

"protected" by Senator Albert Gore Sr. 

 

Breaker McCoy 

 
(Part III Next Month) 
 


